_Feature Farriery special — Uncle Pete celebrates 30 years

¥vhenthe _
shoe fits

Pete Wherrett, whose army career propelled him into a life of 10-a-day,
seven-days-a-week shoeing for big-name teams — from Kennelot to Brittany
Polo Club - talks to Yolanda Carslaw as he marks 30 years as a polo farrier

hen Pete Wherrett first

arrived at the Black Bears

base in the |ate 19805 in a

well-worn estate car, the

grooms eyed him
suspiciously, wondering what this scruffy fellow
was doing at their pristine Berkshire yard, *It's
OK." he reassured them with @ grin. “I'm Uncle
Pete — | do the feet!” The grooms relaxed - and
the name stuck. Since that year, when his polo
career took off in a big way, practically everyone
with ponies in Berkshire has come across Uncle
Pete, and this year the ex-army farrier marks 30
years of shoeing for polo.

When arranging to meet Uncle Pete at
Andrew Hine's yard, where he keeps his four
polocrosse ponies, [ get the impression he's laid-
back and friendly - as well as what is known as
@ "character”. "Alright girl,” he replies in a
cheerful Gloucestershire drawl when | suggest
coming to see him. "0K qirl," he texts, when we
firm up a date.

| soon discover it's no surprise so many people
know Pete. Although he's decelerated & little now,
at the height of his career he would shoe 10 polo
ponies a day, seven days a week, from March to
September — for low- and medium-goal players
as well as high-goal teams such as Kennelot,
Pendell, Los Tamaraos, Hildon House, Isla Carrall,
the Flying Tigers and Brittany Polo Club.

Teams he didn't work for, too, had the Uncle
Pete treatment. He recalls: “Three teams brought
me to Cowdray once, and the only team that lost
2 shoe was Labegorce, the team that hadn't. | re-
shod the pony, they won and they gave me £100."

Pete came into polo both by accident and
design after leaving school at 15 to join the amy.
“| was a country boy, and was always keen on
animals,” he says. *l was keen to get out of

Peta Wherrett with Twizzle, an eight-year-old mare
with a slightly twisted hind leg by Santa Cruzito who
came free with a horse Pete later sold to Peter Wright

school and | signed up for the boy service."

In 1974 he joined the Royal Hussars (Prince of
Wales's Own) - an amalgamation in 1969 of the
10th and 11th Royal Hussars. The regiment was
training to go to Northern Ireland, but as Pete
was 17 and the minimum age to go there was 18,
he was sent to Sennelager in Germany instead.

“The regiment had stables, and the officers
used soldiers as grooms,” he says. *| had a choice
between stables, stores, mess or policeman. |
chose stables and it turmed out | preferred horses
to tanks."

The regiment, which in Uncle Pete's time
had a general yard as well as a polo yard with
about 16 playing ponies, has a strong polo

tradition. Officers from the 10th Royal Hussars
were the first to play the game in England in
1869, and more recently Maj Hugh Dawnay,
now a polo coach and author, was in charge
of polo at the regiment before his retirement
from the army in 1971,

"The head lad Jock McGregor was a brilliant
man to learn from,” continues Pete. "He didn't
qo to Northern Ireland because he had
gallstones. Qur stable manager was Capt
Rogers, a two-goaler and the best player in the
reqgiment at the time,”

After three years working at both yards, &
well as spells learning to drive a tank and an
HGV, an opportunity arose to leam to shoe. *in
1977 the regiment had two farriers, both of

‘The regiment had stables,
and the officers used
soldiers as grooms. It
turned out | preferred
horses to tanks’

whom were due to leave the army,” says Pete
“The head lad favoured me &s a replacement”

He was sent on a three-month initial courssd
the Roval Army Veterinary Corps at Melton
Mowbray, then spent two years 5r|i-}|:ir=g back in
Germany before completing his gualifications it
1979. During this time, in 1978, he had also
married his German girlfriend, Gaby - through
wham he learnt the language,

Pete left the regiment in 1983 a Lance
Corporal, as head |ad for the polo yard and at
times for the general yard, driver for both yards
HGV teacher and fully qualified farner.
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